
Oak Spirit Sanctuary Visiting Rules and Regulations

Local Laws

Oak Spirit Sanctuary aka OSS f/k/a Ozark Avalon Church of Nature is 501c3 Nature Reserve and 
Wiccan Church. We obey all local ordinances and laws. Firearms, illegal drugs, illegal use of 
controlled substances, or alcoholic beverages not intended for personal consumption are strictly 
forbidden. Any behavior that endangers the safety of our children and families or the security of 
our land and church shall be forbidden.  Also, please remember that all of Oak Spirit Sanctuary’s 
clergy members are mandated reporters for the state of Missouri and so are many of the other 
visitors that walk our lands.

Alcoholic Consumption 

Alcohol is allowed at unless otherwise stated except within two hours of ritual. We ask that you 
please drink responsibly and in moderation. Drinks are often shared around the fire. If you are 
the parent of an underage child it is your responsibility to ensure that they do not consume any 
alcoholic beverages while at Oak Spirit Sanctuary. Oak Spirit Sanctuary does not serve or sell 
alcohol to minors, nor do we endorse or knowingly allow underage drinking.

Personal Welfare 

Be responsible for you own welfare and for the welfare of those in your charge while at Oak 
Spirit Sanctuary. OSS will not be held liable for personal loss or injuries while attending the 
festivals, camping, visiting or otherwise using the land of Oak Spirit Sanctuary. Most of the 
festival season is very warm. Please be sure to drink plenty of water, and wear sunscreen. Also, 
please take precautions against poison ivy, poisonous snakes, and insects, including mosquitoes, 
ticks, and stinging insects. Remember, you are in the woods! Keep foodstuffs contained and 
sealed up to eliminate wildlife raids.

Children

Children are welcome at OSS. We have a play area by the retreat center for their enjoyment, and 
many of our family events offer children's activities. That being said, please keep in mind that 
children and minors are always the responsibility of their parent or guardian while at Oak Spirit 
Sanctuary. Children should not be left to wander unattended or unsupervised. All children are 
expected to conduct themselves in accordance with all guidelines set forth. Failure to do so could 
result in dismissal from the festival without refund. Children are not allowed any festivals that 
are Clothing Optional or in the back of the property past Maypole where clothing optional space 
is set aside area. Keep OSS safe for your family and all families. 

Waivers

All visitors to OSS must sign a waiver. Waivers are available in the retreat center and at the 
registration booth for events. Some festivals may have additional rules, regulations and waivers. 



Belonging Etiquette

Please be respectful of other people's items, especially drums and other instruments as well as 
magickal equipment. Please do not play other people's drums without permission, and do not set 
items on drums. Drums are not tables, and can be damaged by pressure, moisture, and rough 
objects. Drumming is allowed at all hours during a festival, provided it does not interfere with a 
scheduled event, like a quiet ritual. Please check with festival organizers if you are unclear on 
when drumming is appropriate. As for other personal items, if it is not yours ask before you 
touch or use it.

Ritual Etiquette

Oak Spirit Sanctuary hosts many moons throughout the year as well as eight Sabbat days. We 
also have many sponsored events happen on the land throughout the year. When attending a 
ritual at OSS please use good ritual etiquette. If you are going to attend ritual please do not 
consume any mind altering substances, including alcohol at least two hours prior to the ritual. If 
you have prescription medications that fall into this category please tell a clergy member prior to 
ritual that you have taken them. Please come to ritual on time. If you are late, you may not be 
able to be cut into the circle. Please participate if you are in circle and keep inner circle chatter 
down. If you bring children into the circle, you are responsible for them. If they are disrupting 
the ritual, you may be asked to leave the circle.

Hunting, Fishing, Foraging & Planting 

No hunting or fire arms are allowed on the land. Fishing is not allowed without prior approval of 
Oak Spirit Sanctuary Board members or those appointed to by the board to monitor land usage. 
Catch and release is strongly encouraged, harvest for personal use only. Please consider 
donations for restocking if you harvest. No unattended lines are allowed. You may only fish in 
areas away from docks and beach areas for safety reason. Please ask permission before 
harvesting or planting, including trees (except Honey Locust, which has been declared an 
invasive species) at OSS. Even well-intentioned unapproved plantings or harvesting can 
endanger the ecology of OSS. Do not remove animals from OSS without express permission. 

Land Use

Oak Spirit Sanctuary try’s to be as organic as possible. There should be no discharge of wastes, 
pesticides, herbicides or other agents to repel insects or kill noxious weeks without prior 
approval of the board. The only exception to this is the run off from your body of insect 
repellents. 

No vehicles are allowed on the gravel road past the retreat center unless authorized by an Ozark 
Avalon board member or appointed agent. 4-Wheel drive vehicles do not constitute and 
exception. Car camping will be decided on a daily basis depending on the conditions of the land. 
Walk-in camping is permitted in all areas owned or leased by OSS.

Oak Spirit Sanctuary is not a shelter for animals. Please do not drop your pets. All dogs are 
expected to be on a leash unless permission is given for them to free roam. This will depend on 



the animals training and behavior. You may be asked to remove an animal that disturbs people or 
wildlife. No pets are allowed in the retreat center unless they are a service animal.

Limit the use of electronic sound generating devices. Practice courteous camping. If in doubt ask 
an OSS board member, or an appointed agent.

Please ask a board member or the appointed agent whether or not an area is available for 
camping. We have several Oak Village sites that are not marked and that belong to Oak Spirits. 
There are also sites that may have dangers for visitors. Avoid posted no camping or access areas. 
Also, OSS boarders several people, please be courteous and do not trespass on our neighbor’s 
property.

Trash and Garbage

Oak Spirit Sanctuary strives to be a reduce, reuse, and recycle facility. We have several bins that 
separate our trash. We have live chickens that are fed our festival scraps, so there are buckets in 
the retreat kitchen for food waste. We have burnable, landfill and recycle containers for trash. 
Please help OSS and our environment by creating as little waste as necessary and by keeping 
your camp area cleared of trash and clutter. No cigarette butts or other debris is to be tossed on 
any part of the grounds. No littering is allowed on any area of OSS, if you pack it in, then you 
need to pack it back out. Our outdoor toilets are composting. When using them please make sure 
that you also use the sawdust provided to cover your duty. If you are using nature to do your 
duty, please make sure that you bury all human wastes and dispose of organic food wastes in 
areas away from use areas or in the composting toilets.

Fire Tending

The fire tenders around the main fire are trained and authorized by Oak Spirit Sanctuary to work 
with the main bonfire. Unless you are an authorized fire tender, please do not start a fire in the 
main ritual fire pits without permission from the OSS board, or appointed person. Only approved 
OSS fire tenders may handle fire wood or fire tending of the main bonfire.

Fires are only allowed in fire-rings or designated areas only. No unattended fires are allowed. 
Oak Spirit Sanctuary reserves the right to deny building fires in any fire pit in dry windy weather. 

Choosing a Campsite 

Camping is permitted in nearly any suitable location throughout OSS except for those areas 
specifically designated or where the campsite would be an obvious obstruction (in the middle of 
the road, or right in front of the main house would likely be a bad idea). Also, please avoid 
setting up camp where it would block access to any of the shrines, altars and trails around OSS. 
Please refer to the land use area for more details about choosing a campsite.

Active Areas



Please keep in mind that not all attendees of the festival will keep the same hours as you! The 
most active areas in the daytime are the workshop areas, the vendor's areas, and the kitchen. The 
most active areas at night are the main fire and the stage. There is often all night drumming, 
dancing, and singing around the bonfire near the retreat center or in community meadow. The 
quietest areas to camp are the areas past Fog Bog toward Rosebud Circle. We strongly suggest 
that you plan your campsite according to your sleeping habits. 

Fire Pits

There are many campsite fire pits available at Oak Spirit Sanctuary. Please do not create a new 
fire pit without prior permission from OSS staff. If you arrive early to an OSS event there is a 
very good chance that you will have access to a fire pit at your campsite. If you are arriving to an 
event later you may still have access to the fire pits, but may need to share with other later 
arrivals.

Clothing Optional 

There are designated clothing-optional areas of Oak Spirit Sanctuary year-round. Clothing 
optional means just that -- clothing is optional. You don't have to be nude or skyclad to visit the 
area, but please be aware that other people may be. As a result, children under the age of 18 are 
not allowed in the clothing optional. This is the area of the land that is past the Maypole on the 
left side of the road. Some festivals may be entirely clothing optional. Please check the festival 
websites for details. Please remember that nudity is not an invitation to touch, nor does it imply 
consent in any way. Please be courteous and respectful of other people's space. Harassment will 
not be tolerated. Also, we recommend that you plan your clothing, or lack thereof, with the 
weather in mind! The weather may become hot, wet, or chilly.

Natural Laws not Covered in the Regulations
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The use of Oak Spirit Sanctuary is extended to beings and spirits of good will subject to the 
visiting rules and regulations as well as a few general natural laws.

All visitors of Oak Spirit Sanctuary are expected to walk in peace with other visitors. Physical or 
verbal aggression will not be tolerated. Oak Spirit Sanctuary is open to all races, genders, sexual 
orientations, and positive lifestyles and spiritual paths. Anyone heard or seen engaging in hurtful 
intolerance, or any other hurtful prejudiced behavior will be asked to leave Oak Spirit Sanctuary 
immediately with no refund.  Walk in peace also covers interactions with other Oak Spirits and 
participants on all Oak Spirit Sanctuary e-lists and other public and electronic forums.

All visitors of Oak Spirit Sanctuary are expected to work well and play well with others. If you 
are found to not work well or play well with others you may be asked to leave Oak Spirit 
Sanctuary for a period of time.

If you owe money to Oak Spirit Sanctuary and have not made arrangements with the Board or 
Site Manager to pay the money, including, but not limited to fees, unpaid registration fees, 
assessed damage fees, unpaid expenses, rent, camping fees etc. you will be considered not 
working and playing well with others and be asked to leave Oak Spirit Sanctuary for a period of 
time or until such time as your debt is met or arrangements have been made.

Remember that if you’re attending an event here, you need to respect the privacy of the other 
event goers and their personal choices of freedom. These means to make sure you asked before 
you publish or share any information/pictures/names etc. of other event attendees without their 
permission. To coin Los Vegas “What happens and Oak Spirit Sanctuary, Stays at Oak Spirit 
Sanctuary.” This does NOT include harmful actions, criminal actions or actions that go against 
the other laws and regulations or natural laws of Oak Spirit Sanctuary. If any of these situations 
occur, a Board member or Clergy member should be notified immediately.

Any damage to person(s) or property, whether real or consequential, resulting from violations of 
the Visiting Rules and Regulations or Natural Laws Not Covered in the Rules and Regulations 
shall be recompensed by the person responsible for said damage. If the responsible person is an 
Oak Spirit, his/her good standing shall be suspended until appropriate compensation has been 
made. Oak Spirit Sanctuary and/or its agents or assigns shall take appropriate measures to ensure 
compensation is made.

The board of Oak Spirit Sanctuary reserves the right to request that people leave for a period of 
time and/or set conditions Oak Spirit Sanctuary and/or Oak Spirit Sanctuary events if they break 
any of the rules and regulations or the natural laws.


