
 

 

Oak Spirit Sanctuary Board Meeting 

July 22, 2018 

Started at 15:05 

 

Members Present: Dawn Finney (Treasurer), George Bunyea, Rebekah Guffie (Secretary), Amy Cook, Patrick Finney (Advisory Board), via 

FaceBook Video Messenger:  Kerry Kasten-Easter and Larry Brown. 

Meeting Minutes taken by Rebekah Guffie 

 

1st Item on Agenda - Bee Keeper Proposal from JB Harding  

- Has hives in St. Louis County, has hives and is a member of multiple Beekeeping Societies. 

- No materials would have to be provided by OSS. He would provide the materials and would teach OSS about beekeeping. 

 

Rebekah Guffie would like to have JB Harding to come out and talk to us about it and to get an idea of where he wanted to set this up. 

Concerns of liability to those who come out who might be allergic to bees, if it is known that we have hives and that if stung if they could hold 

OSS liable.  There are natural hives already on OSS property. There are other concerns about the process and questions about bee 

colonies and placement. Patrick Finney has experience with Beekeeping. Rebekah Guffie would like to have JB Harding to come out and 

walk with Patrick Finney and Charles Cook to talk about the placement of this proposed project. Will vote on this upon this follow up. Amy 

Cook will contact. Patrick Finney and Charles Cook will be added to the FB messenger group to ask questions. 

 

2nd Item on Agenda - Septic Situation 

- As is stands right now there are still efforts to raise funds to purchase/install a septic system for the Retreat Center and Frog Bog. With new 

connections and reading there are other options that may be more affordable for OSS before committing to putting in septic tanks. Amy 

Cook will be contacting the Health Department and the Missouri Department of Natural Resources to see about an appeal process. Rebekah 

Guffie and Amy Cook feel that we should follow the by-laws of OSS to try to fix this septic issue with the most economical and Earth friendly 

way without having to go to the cost and the labor to put in septic systems for both. It has been proposed to do an update so that information 

can be provided to the community about the current situation and how the monies that have been raised have been utilized at this point. 

Something will be typed up and presented to the community, likely at Harvest. 

 

3rd Item on Agenda - Jenn Asbury Leaving the BOD 

- Jenn Asbury has turned in notification that she will be leaving the Board of Directors as of July 9th, 2018. Jenn Asbury will be maintaining 

House Management and Head Kitchen Witch for now, as well as moving to a role on the OSS Advisory Board. Jenn is just needing some 

personal time right now and we are thankful for her involvement and her time served.   

 

4th Item on Agenda - OSS Advisory Board 



 

 

- Would like to add the following people to the OSS Advisory Board. These individuals have expressed interest in doing so. The following 

members will be asked and added. Michelle ‘Mystic’ Bovinett, Joshua Kirby, and Brian Stanley. The Advisory Board will be developed and 

given a more active roll.  

 

5th Item on Agenda - Orphanarium Structure Proposal  

- The Burner Community has talked about as part of the next Orphanarium, building a shelter structure as a permanent structure for OSS. The 

OSS BOD would like them to submit a proposal with a list of materials that will be used, blueprints, area placement and design. The OSS 

BOD is appreciative of this idea but want it to be properly built so that it is maintainable and will be a lasting structure.  Kerry Lynn will have 

to send the proposal information and ask that they provide this information.  

 

6th Item on Agenda - Restructuring the way OSS BOD does meetings. 

- Rebekah Guffie is proposing that the OSS BOD meetings no longer be publicized. That the procedure of making the OSS BOD meetings 

live streamed be discontinued. OSS BOD Meeting Minutes will be published on the www.oakspiritsanctuary.org site for those who wish to 

read them. Rebekah feels that the discussions that happen between BOD members during the meeting does not need to be public. 

According to By-laws there is only to be one public BOD meeting and that takes place at Harvest. Updates and information that needs to go 

to the public can be placed on the website or Facebook after it is finalized and voted upon. Community Meetings will be proposed to happen 

at Lunars for the Community to be able to voice concerns or ideas for the BOD to address. Harvest Annual meeting will be Facebook Live 

and publicized.  

Second: Amy Cook 

All Others In Attendance: Yes 

Motion Passed 

 

7th Item on Agenda - Number of Board of Directors 

- Currently there are an even number of Board Members and we are in need of more. The current process for soliciting BOD members has 

not been that open. Current BOD would like for the new BOD Members to come from the Advisory Board. If people are interested in being 

involved or on the Board of Directors, then they need to be part of the Advisory Board. A post will be put up on the OSS Community page 

about those who wish to be more active being a part of the Advisory Board. This will be done by Dawn Finney. 

 

8th Item on Agenda - Financial Update from Dawn Finney, Treasurer 

- Ranch Fest Organizers still owe about 700 dollars. Dawn Finney is going to contact them and send them a reminder of the payment 

schedule. Organizers have fallen behind and say that they are going to make a payment. Will continue to monitor this situation. They have 

until August 31, 2018 to finish these payments. 

- Current bank account balance: $4,023.24 available as of today. Need to be mindful of what is coming up in the year and what will be 

bringing monies in for OSS. We have Harvest, Samhain, and Orphanarium occurring and with monthly donations the winter bills, electric, will 

hopefully be able to be maintained by not utilizing the credit card.  

http://www.oakspiritsanctuary.org/


 

 

- We have a Hidden Meadow payment coming up and we have the septic tank issue that needs to be explored. It has been proposed that 

Amy Cook be certified to install septics/lagoons. There are classes that have to be attended to get the certification and OSS would pay for 

Amy to attend these classes.  

- After September, Amy Cook will be stepping up as President. Kerry Lynn will be stepping down. Rebekah, Dawn, Amy and Kerry will be 

meeting to switch over the bank accounts and etc.  

- $80.00 deposit of camping fees  

- There was a $200.00 purchase at Wal-Mart but unknown of what was purchased. 

- The Mower will be paid off as of this month. 

- Dawn is going to post about purchases she needs clarification for. 

- Dawn is checking on the status of us being caught up with our payments to Apollo Porta Potty. 

- Cooper County Tax Exemption paperwork has been filed.  

- Has a summery/Financial Report that will be made available by Dawn Finney 

 

9th Item on Agenda - Kerry Lynn Stepping Down 

- At Harvest we will be transitioning from Kerry Lynn being President to Amy Cook being President. This will be made public knowledge upon 

Kerry Lynn’s discretion, she will be announcing it.  

 

10th Item on Agenda - Harvest 

- Proposal to move Harvest back to the Labor Day Weekend. Approved 

 

11th Item on Agenda - Donor Dinner 

- Dawn and Patrick Finney will be taking lead on this. 

- Will need assistance from other members of the BOD to pull this off. 

- Dinner/Bonfire, Fire Spinners and Music are proposed, more details will come. 

 

12th Item on Agenda -  Road Repair 

- Eric Brady has done this in the past, his contact information can be obtained.  

- Work Weekend needs to focus on clearing the side of the roads. 

- Kerry Lynn will get contact information. 

- Land Management is working on a plan for this project. 

 

13th Item on Agenda - Fund Raising Efforts - Patrick Finney 

- 2nd Quarter Fund Raising Report was uploaded to the Advisory Board Page. 

- Over the last quarter have generated $2200.00 from donations, one-time donations and recurring donations.  

- May generated almost $900.00 from fundraising efforts with bake sales, art auctions and etc. 



 

 

- Donor Dinner is a thank you to the donors but also a cultivation of getting members of the community to donate more to make higher 

donations. 

- This information is posted online. 

 

14th Item on Agenda - Payment Contract with [name redacted] 

- Has been signed and payment schedule has been made. 

 

Rebekah Guffie moved that this meeting be closed. 

Amy Cook Second. 

All Agreed 

 

End time 16:15, July 22, 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


